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24S the Anthor of the following 
| Sheets makes no - dowbt but his 
Reader has been.apprijed of Mr. Jones's 
reaſon for publiſhing the Sermon which 
be preathed at Biſhopſgate, 07: the open- 
ng of the Church, he ſhall ſay nothing 
about it ;, one Thing however he thinks 
proper to tell him, The Refor (who 
preached in the Morning) printed his 
Sermon, and diſtributed it amonglt his 
Pariſhioners; with a View, as tis ſup- 
poſed, of ſhewing them how much ſu- 
perior he was to the Gentleman They 
had introduced. One of them acciden- 
tally fell into the Hands of a Perſon 
who has long been an Enemy. to the new 


| Mode of Preaching ; in which. the whole - 


of Chriſtianity is uſually dropped, and 
"_ Ronin Foq 5, 
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ſome new-fangled metaphyfical, or m10- 
ral Reaſoning introduced in its ſtead. 
To flop this growing Evil, ſerious Ad- 


vice has proved 100 weak ; and too ma- 


ny. of 'the Clergy ſeem determined to 


ſteer as clear of the Chriſtian Doftrmes 
as poſſible, for fear of being reputed 
Enthuſiaſts; he was therefore withing 
z0 try whether Ridicule, which has long 
been ſucceſsfully employed againſt Reli- 
gion, might not for once be uſed with 
equal Propriety in its Service. Whe- 
ther he ſucceeds, or not, he will have 
the comfortable Aſſurance of his own 
Conſcience, that his Endeavours were 
well meant; and if the Leaves and 
Fiſhes are 
Things ſought after by thoſe who go into 
boly Orders, he muſt nevertheleſs beg 
to retain his own Qpinian that 
Vilius argentum eſt aura, virtutibus aurum. 
Tho he may juſtly ſay of theſe Men 
@s Horace did of the Roman Citizens 
' OCives, Cives, quzerenda pecunia primunreſty 
Virtus poſt nummos. 


fiill to be the principal 


= 7 HI EN: Religion i 18 at ſakes; at + 
Ve Ns s low an'ebb as 'to be faſhionably 
y difregarded, and Piety, with its 


- 


&% meagre . countenance totters in a 
ccdlining State, it 1s generous and noble 
to endeavour the re-eſtabliſhment -of the 
one, to Tevive and recover the other. At> 
tempts of this kind, are attempts to pro- 
mote the Cauſe of Virtue. And Virtue we 
know was once very commendable, and very 


laudable. Why it may not be fo again no 
Fleth can tell ; we hope it may. However, 


this I fuppole, may be ſaid without gi you 
"2 


offence ; every Perſon who ſhews an Toi 

Zeal m fo glorious a Cauſe, as the defence 
of Virtue, is juſtly entitled to the minfluenced 
zmpartial Regard and Favour of the Public. 
On this Account it will not be reckoning 
wrong to fix 1t as a Duty incumbent on every 


Individual (who has Leiſure and Capacity for 
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the One) 1 to BD to: the World 
whatever he thinks may in any wiſe be: Means 
conducive to fo great and good an End.---- 
Fired and tranſported with ſuch Thoughts 
as theſe, I make no doubt you have often 
been, when preparing your Diſcourſes for 
an Audience of extenſive Underſtandings, 
and to ſupport poor Virtue's ſinking Cauſe. 
You haye ſhewn the Way ; wonder not then 
at being: addreiled-by a Stranger m this pub- 
lic Manner. A Stranger whoſe only Am- 
bition 1s: to, make known your many, as wun- 
common as excellent Endowments ; and to point 
out ſome of the pretty Delicacies of your late 
extraordinary Performance, which, if not 
in this, way pointed. out, may through the 
negligence of inaccurate Obſervers, ſink 1 into 
the Land.of Oblivion, and die unheeded. 
'The uſefulneſs of this Proceeding minke 
be by. powertul Arguments evinced, could 1 
entertain {o low an opinion of your ſuperior 
Senſe: to think you needed it ; or flatter my 
own Vanity ſo much as to. cons that what 
1 could adminiſter, would be adminiſtered 
by a maſterly Hand: It. is the cuſtom. of 
ſome, Writers to apologize for what they are 


going to fay, but I act more bold, as con- , 


ſcious what I ſhall ſay will not- be bettered by 


any 


—_— YC IWF & CT S 


q 
[ 
y 
1 
t 
] 
4 
- 
[ 
[ 


(3) 


any Apology my weak Abilities car apply. 


Your Good-nature 1s an over-match for all 


the Liberty I can take 1n this epiſtolary way: 


not - but that, 1:think,: it behoves me to tell 
you- the Reaſon that firſt induced me to ſet 
Pen to Paper for your dear Sake. —_ 

Your Antagoniſt Mr. Jones 1s ſome hos or 
ie become a wondrous popular Preacher. 
And though Popularity (you know, . Sir,) 18 
not always a Mark: of Merit, yet it makes 
him greatly called upon: for Charity Ser- 
mons. Now. your Sermon being v:/ely 
publiſhed, as.an Antidote againſt the Doc- 
trines you knew: he would advance, it ought 
to be 1n every body's Hands: certainly: leſt, 
the Infection ſpreading, you ſhould by and 
by be totally ſurrounded, and at laſt have 
the mortifying ll Luck to ſee your own Con- 
gregation (of . whom you have conceived ſo 
much better Hopes) prejudiced in your diſ- 
favour, becauſe, forſooth ! You are not per- 
petually preaching about what Cxr1sT has 
done and ſuffered for them ; a Method now 
ſo long diſuſed, and fo intirely out of Faſhion, 
that it would be the higheſt mark of enthu- 
ſhaſtic madneſs i any Man to attempt the 
revival of it, 
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-This you have ſo. gallantly diſcouraged, 


bath. in your- late Conteſt--with Mr. ones, 
and.in your ordinary manner-of -Preaching, 
that it would require a much abler Pen than 
mine to give you your due: Praiſe, - How+ 
ever (unequal as my Abilities are to the Taſk) 
I- make no doubt but you will accept the 
Will for the Deed, and therefore am fully 

perſuaded that I have your free Conſent to 
take the Liberty of waiting on you Paragraph 
by Paragraph through the moſt remarkable 
Parts of your. doughty Performance, in order 
to ſet the various Beauties with which it 
abounds 1n as clear a Light as poſlible ; and 
likewiſe to explain ſome few Paſſages, which, 
though not obſcure to any Man that has the 
teaſt TinCture of: polite Literature, are yet, 


*2 their preſent : gaudy Dreſs, rather too us 


Ty for vulgar apprehenſion. 

_ After I hadexamined the Inferences which 
you have fo ingemouſly drawn from your 
Text *, I plainly. perceived the faitableneſfs 
of it tothe Occaſion, though I muſt confeſs it 
did not ſtrike me fo much at firſt Sight ; for, 
having been uſed to conſider the Paſſage m a 


different View, it appeared to mea hitle odd 


* He is worthy for whom thou ſhouldſt i this, for he 
Yoveth our Nation, and he hath built us a Synagogue. 


Do that 


| uſeleſs, and for /oving the Jews, who were at 
| that Time fo far hi worſhipping God as 
| they ought, that their Eyes were almoſt to- 
tally blinded in regard to the true end and 
| defign of their Religion; and fo far from 
| being the | 
| that they had almoſt filled up the meafure 
| of their Iniquities, and were even then upon 
| the Point of being drfperſed as a Curſe a- 
| monegſt all Nations, for their abominable 


6:34 
that the Centurion ſhould have fo much 
Merit in himſelf as to be worthy the Regard of 
God; and this too for building a Synagogue, 
which our Saviour's commg had rendered 


pecultar Favourites of Heaven, 


Crimes and Apoſtacies. _ 
But that I may fet this Aﬀair in a clear 


Light, 1 ſhall beg leave jfr/? to give a Para- 


phraſe of the Hiſtory, m the fenſe I for- 
merly underſtood it ; and afterwards to ex- 
hibit your opinion of it, for the benefit of 
Thoſe, who (withme) may have miſtaken its 
Meaning. 

T had always looked upon this Centurion 
{the extraordmary Faith of whom is record- 
ed by two of the four Evangeliſts) as a Pro- 
ſhyte to the Jewiſh Religion : As one of the 
Faith, though not of the Stock of Abraham : 
As one who waited for the Confolation of 1/- 
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 #ael, and v7 Lg was . convinced. by the Pro- 
-phecies of the:Law, and the: Miracles which Þ 
els wrought, . that he was indeed the Meſ> F 
fiah who ſhould come into the World : The | 
Saviour in whoſe Name all the Nations of 
the Earth ſhould be bleſſed, © 
| Under theſe Circumſtances; as a P roſe- 
Iyte to their Religion, and a Friend to their 
Nation, it was no Wonder the Jews ſhould 
intercede - with. Feſus for him ;_ and, - con- 
ſidering his Faith (which was ſo great, that 
our Saviour had not found the hke even in 
Ijrael) it is not hard to conceive why he 
complied with their Requeſt, and healed. his 
Servant : eſpecially when we recolle& that 
being onniſcient, he muſt foreſee the Uſe it 
would be of in cauſing many to believe on 
him : And, befides this, it was in ſome ſort a 
ſhadowing forth of that glorious Scheme of 
Salvation, in which the whole World, Hea- 
thens as well as Jews, were to have apart. 
Upon the whole, I had been accuſtomed 
to think, that although our Saviour healed. 
the Centurion's Servant -at the Requeſt of the 
Jewiſh Elders; yet that the Centurion's 
Faith, and the converſion of thoſe -who 
ſhould behold the Miracle, were the Reaſons 
for his doing it ; and that the Motives which 
the Jewiſh Elders urged for his complying 
with 


(9 ] 
with their Requeſt, were far from being the 
real Cauſe of his going with Them. 

Thus you ſee into what a groſs Miſtake I 
had fallen ; from whence perhaps I had ne- 
ver been recovered had I not been fortunate 
enough to meet with your Diſcourſe, which 
has ſet the Fact in fo different a Light, and 
added fo much to the Dignity of Human Na- 
ture, that I ſhall not fail to deſpiſe the wn- 
ambitious Wretch who could with to find your 
Expoſition falſe. 


* But to proceed --=--< 


« For the * Satisfaction of thoſe who are ac« 
quainted with the Scriptures, and for the 
« mformation of thoſe who are not, the 
© Hiſtory, of which the words of your Text 
make a part, (you ſay) is This,” 


£ 


A 


c 


fy 


Teſus entered into Capernaum ; and a certain 
Centurion's Servant who was dear unto Him, 
was fick, and ready to die; and when He (the 
Centurion) heard of TFeſus, He ſent unto Him 


* This may perhaps be thought needleſs by the vulgar 


Reader; but 1 would adviſe Him rather to ſuſpeCt his 
own low Capacity, than the Judgment of fo learned and 
ſublime a Writer, 5, 
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the Elders of the Jews, beſeeching Him thas 


He would come and heal his Servant. 
And, when They came to Feſus, They beſought 
Him inſtantly, ſaying, that He was worthy 


for whom He ſhould do this ; for He loveth our 


Nation, and He hath built Us «a Synagogue, 
Then Feſus went with Them. 

I will venture to ſay, that You now per- 
ceive my capital Blunder, and which indeed 
has led me into all the reſt : I had conſidered 
the whole Hiſtory together, never dreaming 
that I might have come at the compleat ſenſe, 
and meaning, by only taking half of it ; and 


that I might ſafely throw the remainder by, 


as uſeleſs and unfit for conſideration. 

The Hiſtory thus ſet forth, you proceed 
to explain it in ſo amiable and engaging a 
manner, that the true Spirit of univerſal 
Charity, and Benevolence, which the preſent 
enlightened Age 1s ſo juſtly famous tor, thines 
forth in its full luſtre, and darts its radiant 


Beams around, with a moſt amazing Splen- 


dour. 


« The Perſon, in whoſe favour this ad- 
*© dreſs was made, was a Centurion of the 


* Romans. 'The Perſons, who made this 


*© addreſs in his favour, were Elders of the 
<« Jews : The Reaſons they give for inter- 
<« cecding 
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© ceeding in his behalf are; Firſt, That He 
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deſerved his Regard : Secondly, That He 
loved their Nation; and both theſe, be- 


cauſe He had built them a Synagogue. 


The effect this had upon our Saviour 
was, That He made no reply to @ Petition 


fo well grounded, but inſtantly complied 


with their Requeſt. 


*« This att of building a Synagogue is 


conſidered by the Jews in two very ſtrong 


Lights. Firſt, as undeniably deſerving the 
Divine Regard:---He 1s worthy for whom 
Thou ſhouldſt do this. --- And, ſecondly, 


as an evident proof, and an mſtance of 
real affection for our Country.---He loveth 
our Nation. ---- 

« We cannot but obſerve our Saviour's 
approbation of this reaſoning, which ſeems 
to have appeared fo convincing to Him 
that He could find no objection to make 
to it, but immediately upon hearing their 
Reaſons went with them, and did as they 
defired, --- Then Yeſus went with them.” 
Gentle Reader I now addreſs myſelf to 


thee, rather than to my dear and reverend 
Friend, becauſe from hence thou mayſt draw 


Inftructions of great Conſolation, and Mo- 


ment, 
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C's Firſt, 
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Firſt, Thou mayſt kearn, that it is poſſible 
for thee, even in thy natural State, (for fo ac. 
cording to our Author was this Centurion ) 
to do an Act well pleaſing to God, and un- 
deniably deſerving his Regard; ſecondly, if 
thou art a Chriſtian, thou mayſt perform 
ſuch Works of Supererogation, that thou 
mayſt make thyſelf worthy for whom God 
ſhould do great Things ; and this not by any 
painful laborious Service neither, but only 
by contributing tow ards the building or re- 


pairing a Church, if thou knoweſt of any 
one that ſtands in need of thy Aſſiſtance. 


Happy Man that can thus cheaply make 


Himſelf well pleaſing to his Creator ! thrice 
happy Being that can perform ſo much more 
than his Duty, as to be worthy for whom God 
ſhould do great Things ! | 

Who for the future will tread the painful 
Path oi mortification, and ſelf-denaal ! "Who, 
for the future, will live in a continual State 
of War with the Fleſh, the World, and the 


Devil! And at the fame Time acknowledge 


all his Deeds to be impcrfect and finful, Faet 


only hope: for Mercy at the laſt, by his de- 


pendence on the Merits of another. Who, 
I ſay, will do this? when He may come at 
Salvation a ſo much chaper, and caſter Way. 

Pardon 
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Pardon: the long digreſfion, Sir. My Zeal 
to ſet your meaning in its true Light has 
tranſported me perhaps beyond the bounds 
of Complaiſance ; if fo, I return full of Pe- 
nitence for my Fault, and ſhall only aſk 
leave juſt to ſtay two or three Minutes lon- 
ger with my Reader, in order to quote one 


more Paragraph in your own Words ; which 


will ſerve to convince him that 1 have NCl- 
ther miſtaken your meaning, nor am en- 
deavouring to unpoſe on hm in a Matter 
of ſo great Concern. 

« For this Reaſon I ſelected this Paſſage 
*© 1n the Evangehit, as it ſuggeſted the beſt 
« * Compliment I could pay you, (amazing 


© Polteneſs!) and the moſt uſeful Reflex1- 


* ons I could make on the occaſion ; when 
* I 'ſhew you, from thence, how acceptable 
*© a Service you have done to God, how ad- 
« yantageous an Act to Society, by illuſtra- 
* ting the truth of thoſe Sentiments of the 
* Jewiſh Elders.---That you are worthy for 
* whom God ſhould do great Things ; and 
*© that you have thewed a genuine Spirit of 
** real Love to your Country, in having at 

 * My Reader will be apt to think, perhaps, that Mr. 
Aſhton 1s the firſt Divine that ever ſearched the Word of God 


for Compliments; and that He might have been much more 
ſucceſs ul if He had taken ſome polite modern Author. 


« firſt 
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« firſt built, and now repaired this "pon 


cc gogue.” 

I think, Sir, I have not miſtaken, or miſ- 
repreſented you : I ſhould be ſorry to do ei- 
ther ; and zherefore that we may ſee the whole 
Argument at one View, it will be highly 
Proper to make a ſhort Recapitulation. 

Page 2. You fay that this Act of the Cen- 
turion's was looked upon by the Jews, © as 
* undeniably deferving the divine regard ;” and 
you add immediately after, ©* We cannot but 
&* obſerve our Saviour's approbation of their 
* reaſoning, which appeared ſo convincing to 


&« Him that He could Jyns no Ovjettion to make 


&« 79 17, Bc. 

It 1s plain then, that you deſigned to re- 
preſent this Act of the Centurion's as highly 
meritorious in the Sight of God; and page 5. 
in the Paſſage juſt now quoted, you tell your 
Congregation, that you ſelected this Text out 
of the Evangeliſt, as it ſuggeſted the beſt 
Compliment you could pay them for having 
repaired the Church, * That (upon this Ac- 


count) © They were worthy for won God © 


& ſhould do great Things.” 

The great Objection I had to this Expoſi- 
tion, and which ſtuck with me the longeſt, 
was that it directly contradicted three or four 


of 


CO. 1 

of the fundamental * Articles of our Church ; 
which you had ſubſcribed in ſo ſolemn a 
Manner, and which I had always underſtood 
to be the Rule of Preaching, for a Divine of 
the Church of England. 

And it was not without great difficulty 
that I overcame this Objection at laſt, for I 
could hardly concewe how you came to have 
a right to abuſe Mr. Jones for not preach- 
ing agreeably to the Articles of the Church 
of England, when you flatly contradicted 
them in your own Sermon. 

But I ſuppoſe this is owing to your ſu- 
periority, in being Rector of a Pariſh ; for 


* Article 11. We are accounted righteous before God, 
only for the Merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift ; by 
Faith, and and not for our own Works and Deſervings. 

Art: 12. Albeit that good Works, which are the Fruit of. 
Faith, and follow after Juſtification, cannot put away our 
Sins, and endure the Severity of God's Judgment ; yet are they 
pleaſing and acceptable to God in Chriſt. | 

Art. 13. Works done before the Grace of Chriſt, and the 
Inſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, foraſmuch 
as they ſpring not of Faith in Chriſt ; neither do they make 
Men meet to receive Grace ; yea, rather, for that they are 
not done as God hath willed and commanded them to be 
done, we doubt not but they have the Nature of Sin. 

Art. 14. Voluntary Works, beſides, over and above God's 
Commandments, which they call Works of Supererogation, 
cannot be taught without Arrogance and Impiety : For by 
them, Men do declare that they do not only render unto God 
as much they are bound to do, but that they do more for his 
Sake than of bounden Duty is required: Whereas Chriſt ſays 
plainly, when ye have done all that is commanced you, ſay 
ave are unprofitable Servants. 

I think 


[0 
'T think I ſe ſomething like 4 certain height 
#n the Church, which, when a Man has once 
reached, He is at hberty to advance what 


He pleaſes in the Pulpit; though his inferior 


Brethren would be extreamly culpable for 
ſaying the very ſame Things. 

But as yet we have ſeen only half your 
Plan ; the more beautiful part ſtill remains, 
and which I now proceed to exhibit for pub- 
lic Inſtruction and Entertainment. 

Page 3. You ſay, We are to learn from the 
Condutt of the Centurion towards the Jews. --= 
© 'That wherever the belief of the true God, 


* and the Principles of real Piety and Virtue 


<« are profeſſed, we are to give all the en- 
* couragement in our power to the promo- 
* tion of theſe eſſentials to Religion, how 
** much ſoever we may difter from the Per- 
* {ons who profeſs them in the ritual and 
* ceremonial part of Religion.” 

Again, from the return made by the Jewiſh 
Elders to the Centurion, Wwe are taught. ---- 
© That whoever ſhews himſelf to have the 
<« genuine Spirit of Religion at heart, by 
<«« promoting theſe great purpoſes of it, 1s {6 
*© far from being the object of our reſent- 


*© ment, that we ought to entertam a ſincere 


{© attechon for Him, and put up our hearty 
2 ** Prayers 


\ 
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« prayers to God for his welfare, notwith- 
« ſtanding that He may diſſent from us in 
&« the leſs material circumſtances of it.” 

Theſe two Points of Inſtruction are picked 
out of many which aroſe from your account 
of the Hiſtory ; and, to ſpeak in your own lan- 
guage, they are both very excellent, and, I 


fear, not unneceſlary.---But let us ſee what 


they contain. 
The firſt Thing which offers itſelf to our 
view 1s, © That the Centurion of the Ro- 


« mans is oppoſed to the Jews as of a diffe- 


<« rent Religion :” now at this Time of Day 
there were but two Religions in the World, 
the Jewiſh, and the Pagan; the Centurion 
therefore, not being a Jew, was a Pagan; 
and as ſuch indeed you have conſidered FH um 
throughout your Sermon. 

But, notwithſtanding this, He wasa believer 
in the true God, and ſaw clearly (being a 
Pagan of uncommon Genius) what were the 
true Principles of real Piety, and Virtue ; 
and, from this abundant Knowledge, aroſe his 


affection for the Jews, who, Jkewrſe, wor- 


{ſhipping the true God, and profeſſing theſe 
fame Principles of Piety and Virtue, He 
thought it his duty to give all the encourage- 
ment in his Power to the promotion of theſe 

D eſlentials 
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eſſentials to Rel gion, how much ſoever .He 
differed from Them in the ritual and cere- 
monaal part. 

Again, the Jewiſh Elders ſeeing that the 
Centurion had the genuine Spirit of Religion 
at Heart, and that he promoted theſe great 
purpoſes of it, entertained a fincere affeEtion 
for Hiro, and promoted his Welfare as. much 


as poſliblc, though He differed from them in 


the fs material Circumſtances of Religion. 

This is the Light in which you muſt have 
conſidered the Hiſtory to draw ſuch excellent 
Inſtruftions from it as you have done; for 


if the Centurion and Jews had not been of 


diftcrent Religions, and yet ſhewed a mutual 
Love and Benevolence to each other, you 
could never have recommended that uni- 
verial Charity and Benevolence (which is 
the genuine Spirit of Religion) from their ex- 
ainple. 

Upon the whole, I think we may gather, 
| from what has been ſaid, 

That the Pagans and Jews agreed in the 
main Points of Religion, and only differed in 
the leſs material circumſtances of it. 

And that We ought to praCtiſe, and en- 
courage that unlimited Benevolence which They 
ſet Us ſuch noble Examples of, | 

Leaving 


t' i571 


Leaving theſe Points therefore e to their own | 


evidence, as you have done, I am now ready 


io wait on you to thoſe which, you tell your 


eader, are not leſs evident, but more con= 
troverted. 

- And they are theſe : _ 

Firſt, That to erect Places for the inſtrues 
tion and confirmation of the Public in the 
principles and practice. of Religion is a Ser- 
vice well pleaſing to God even under the Chri- 


ftian Diſpenſation. 


Secondly, That it is a ſtrong Proof, and an 
inſtance of real Love for our Country. And, 
Thirdly, That we have the approbation, 


and ſanction of Chriſt Himſelf for the truth | 


of both theſe Propoſitions. 

Here I cannot help lamenting my own Ig- 
norance, and that of my moſt intimate 
Friends, who have never ded that theſe 
Points were controverted, nor can diſcover 
the leaſt trace of any Diſpute relating to 
them ; but at the ſame time we congratu- 


late ourſelves greatly on your diſcovery, hav- 


ing great Reaſon to hope (from your well- 


known public Spirit) that you will favour the 
World with a neat Edition of theſe polemi- _ 


cal Writings ; the Sale of which we promiſe 
to encourage to the utmoſt of our Power, 
D 2 I ran 
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I ran my Eye over the next Leaf very cur- 
 forily, eſteeming it but of little Uſe ; for I 
had long ago been happily convinced that it 
was impoſſible for a Society of Men to meet 
10-where, and therefore (1f they met at all) 
that they muſt - meet ſome-where ; and there 
needed very little Argument, in my opinion, 
to prove that a Company of common ſized 
Men could not affociate, hihe Lewenhoek's 
Sprrits, upon the point of a Needle ; there- 
fore I readily joined iſſue with you, and al- 
lowed the neceſſity of their having a larger 
Place to fay their Prayers in. 
| But though I had only juſt glanced my 
Eye on this Paſlage, as a matter of little Mo- 
ment, yet I was ſo ſtruck with the ingenuity 
of 1t, that it led me into a train of metaphy- 
fical thinking, from whence I had hardly 
extricated myſelf when the following re- 
markable Paragraph preſented itſelf to View. 
« Chriſtianity leaving us as it found us, 
<© but Men, left us under ſtronger Ties than 
« 1t found us to do all that Men could do 
<« for the public Service, and Honour of our 
«« Creator and Redeemer.” 

Whether 1t was owing to the peculiar turn 
of Thought I had been indulging, or to 
ſome other Cauſe, I won't pretend to deter- 

| mine ; 
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mine; but certain it is, I read this Para- 
graph over ſeveral Times, and puzzled my 
Brains about it ſome Hours, without being 
able to make Senſe of it, or even to gueſs at 
your Meaning ; and God knows! how long 
I might have remained in this Situation, had 
I not heard a Noiſe at my Door; when turn- 
ing about to ſee what was the Matter, * was 
agreably ſurprized at the fight of a very 
| ingenious Friend of mine, who has lately 

made the Tour of a nezghbouring Kingdom ;. 
To him I communicated my Diſtreſs, and 
the very moment He had looked over the 
Paſſage, He told me that he could not help 
being amazed at my Stupidity, for it was the 
moſt beautiful F:bernian Figure of Rhetoric 
that ever his Eyes beheld. 

Having met with ſuch Succeſs in my en- 
quiry, I proceeded to interrogate my Friend 
on his opinion of the Sermon, which he ſaid 
he had ſeen before. But how was I ſur- 
prized | When, with a very ſevere Frown, 
he told me he did not like it at all : The Plan, 
continued he, is as truly anti-chriſtian as if 
Anti-Chriſt himſelf had been the Author ; 
and the Language, the mereſt Bombaſt - 
that ever was read; in ſhort, the whole 1s 
only fit to be laughed at by Men of Senſe, and 
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;f it has any effe&t upon the' common People, it 


cannot fail of miſleading them into a high 
opinion of their own Merits, and Deſervy- 
1ngs. | 

I wasjuſt going to reply to this extraordinary 


Accuſation, when he ſtopped me, by ſaying, 


that,,as he had been ſo ſevere in his Cen- 
ſures, he ſuppoſed I would require him to 
prove what he had advanced. I told him I 
thought it highly neceſſary, and he proceed- 
ed 1n the following Manner. 


I perſuade myſelf that I ſhall have lit- 
tle difficulty in proving the Plan to be An- 
ti-chriſtian, ſince even you, who are ſo great 
an Advocate for him, could not help obſerv- 
ing how notoriouſly he had contradicted 
the Articles of our Church, (and I hope you 
allow them to be Orthodox.) But I ſhall be ſtill 
plainer with him ; his whole aim 1s to ſhew 
that Man may be entitled to Favour and Ac- 
ceptance with God, by the Merit of his 


own good Works ; which renders the Merits 


of Chriſt entirely uſeleſs, and 1s nevertheleſs 
a damnable Doctrine, becauſe it is faſhion- 


able. Our Saviour has finally determined 


this Matter mn the 17th Chapter of St. Luke's 


Goſpel ; where, (70 make the Matter more 
plain) 


7% 


__ 


WL 


DIS 


BS. i Jin 23 OY. nat bk 


( 23 ] 

plain) He refers his |Hearers :to their own 
Practice, in a Caſe ſomewhat ſimilar. Which 
of you (ſays he) having @ Servant plowing, or 
feeding Cattle, will ſay unto him, by and by, 
when he 1s come from the Field, go and fit down 
to Meat ? And awill not rather ſay unto him, 
Make ready wherewith I may ſup ; and girtl 
thyſelf, and ſerve me, till T have eaten ant 
drunken ; and afterwat as Thou fhalt eat ani 
drink 2 

Deth be thank that Servant becauſe be did 
the Things that were commanded him? I trow 
not. 
So Likewiſe ye, when ye fhall have done all 
thoſe Things which are commanded you, ſay, We 
are unprofitable Servants ; We bave done that 
which was our Duty to do. 

You ſee here that, Chriſt ſays, Man hasno 
Merit even in a perfect and finleſs Obedience; 
and are 'They his Muuſters who teach us, 
poor finful Wretches, that helping to repaur a 


{ Church, will make us worthy for whom God 


ſhould do great Things ? And This too, let 
our Aſſiſtance be given upon ever ſo impro- 
per a Principle, | 

I ſhall have ſtill lefs difficulty in expoſing 
the Language, becauſe that will be effectual- 


ly 


TBI 

ly done by quoting two or three Paſſages 
from his Sermon. 

Page 6. © But thou oh God dwelleth not 
« in Temples made with hands. Yet Mer 
« muſt dwell ſomewhere, when they come 
<« together, as at ſome Time it 1s evident 
<« they ought, to acknowledge his Sovereign- 
<« ty, to deprecate his diſpleaſure, to implore 
* his aſſiſtance and protection. And ſince 
<« the rel gion of Chriſt Jeſus 1s, upon the 
« face of it, a ſocial religion ; the Members 
<« of which are commanded to be knit toge- 
« ther, as far as may be, in one body, as well 
* as in one Spirit; and ſince Companies, 
*« and Societies of Men can no more meet 
« hon the point of a needle under this, than 
« under any former diſpenſation. Some place 
_* becomes a matter of unavoidable neceſſity, 
* and conſequently an eſſential in the pre- 
«« ſent circumſtances of Things of Chriſtian 
« worſhip.” 
"Page 8. © And why ſhould the King of all 
« the earth, the illuminator the ſancEtifier, the 
&< redeemer of the Chriſtian World, be. the 


*© only being to be worſhipped in a way which. 


<« coſts us nothing ? Though all the Marbles 
© in the bowels of the earth be his, and all 
«* the foreſt upon a thouſand hulls, ---- Tho' 
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<« -no. Temple can circumſcribe his reſidence, 
** it may {till contain the offices of his ſer- 
« ice. And though our bodies are the moſt 
«acceptable ſhrine to his pure Spirit, and 
« his holy of holies an honeſt Heart, and 
« where theſe are ready, great ſimplicity in 
« the reſt will certainly pleaſe Him. Yet 
«© where. theſe are, t00, No effect of art or 
« ornament, which is conducted with de- 


. © cency and order, can ever offend Him.” 


But I am tired with repeating ſuch ſtuff ; 
and therefore will not trouble myſelf to point 


out the nonſenſe and abſurdities, with which 


it is full ; the only obſervation I ſhall make 
upon it, eR «© That there 1s ſuch a wretched 
« poverty: of ſentiment, joined to a ſet of 
« pompous ſounding Expreſſions, as conſti- 
« tute a Bombaſt, that even a School-boy 
« of three Years Fancung would be a- 
« ſhamed of.” 

Here he finiſhed his Obſervations, and, ; 
without giving me Time to reply, threw 
your Sermon upon the Table, and left me. 

You fee, Sir, to what lengths Prejudice 
will carry many People, and therefore can- 
not wonder at the ungrateful return you 
meet with for all your Labours; here Ore 

E: Perſon 
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Perſon endeavours to repreſent you as preach- 
ing falſe DoEtrines, and ſetting up for an 
_ Orator at the expence of common Senſe ; 
and there another attempts to turn the Artil- 

lery, which you fo 4dexterouſly diſcharged 
at Mr. Jones, upon your own Head; and 
would tain prove that you are the Enthuſiaſt, 
Innovator, and pretender to newLights. Vain, 
and chimerical Hopes! To what a pitch of 
Inſolence and Vanity muſt the World be ar- 
rived, when a Man of your exalted Abilities 
cannot publiſh a Sermon, but that every petty 
Scribler muſt have a fling at it. 

| I have now gone through the moſt remark- 
able Paſſages m your Sermon, as TI propoſed 
at my firſt ſetting out ; and, though there 
are many left behind, which are equally wor- 
thy the attention of the Curious, and which 
it would have given me equal Pleafure to 
have taken notice of ; yet I cannot preſume 
to take up any more of that Time which you 
know how to employ to ſo much better 
purpoſe ; I ſhall, therefore, rather fruſtrate 
my Reader's expeCtation, than treſpaſs lon- 
ger upon your Patience ; eſpecially as I have 
great reaſon to be afraid that you will think 


my Letter 1s by much too long already. 
For 
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For thas Reaſon I. haſten to the ſecond 
Thing I propoſed ; namely, to give you a 
Word or two of Advice concerning Mr. Jones : 
and this, Sir, I ſhould not have preſumed to 
do, but that I am fully- perſwaded you are 
not half ſo well acquainted with that par- 
ticular Set of Men, you call Hutchinſonians, 
as I am, and therefore (mean as my Abilities 


may be) my Judgment in this particular 1s 


not to- be deſpiſed : Let me adviſe you then, 


as a Friend, not to take any notice either of 
this Sermon or Dedication ; it will be ſhew- 
Ing the World that you practiſe what you 
preach : that you fudy 70 be quiet, and breathe 
No other Spurit but. that of purity, unon, love, 


and peace : that you check the ſecond, if not 


the /r/# motions of reſentment, and carry the 
duty of Benevolence to a much higher 


pitch than moſt of your Cotemporaries. 
But, beſides this, He has taken ſuch care 


to guard againſt every Thing which looks 
like innovation, that I am afraid his Sermon 


wull be proof againft all you can fay ; for He 
has the opinion of our own Church, and the 


primitive writers clearly on his ſide ; except 
1n the paſlage relating to the Cherubim, wwh:ch, 


by the by, I look upon as the moſt pregnable 
E 2 place 
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place in the whole Diſcourſe, becauſe it has 
been conſidered by our Reformers mn a diffe- 
rent Light: though He 1s far from being 
ſingular even in That, and as far from being 
in want of evidence to prove what He has 
advanced concerning it. However, if you 
reſolve to take any notice of Him, let me ad- 
viſe you to ſtick to this Point; for, as you 
may eaſily prove that he ſtole it from Hutch- 
7nſon, that ſingle Inſtance will be ſufficient to 


condemn the whole piece without giving 
yourſelf any farther Trouble ; therefore keep 


Him cloſe to it, and you do his buſineſs ef- 


fectually : quote the Paſſage; call Him Hutch- 
7nſonian, and then deſcant upon the Miſchiefs 
which are unhappily occaſioned by different 
Opinions mn the Church : If He ſhould an- 
iwer you (as undoubtedly He will) repeat the 
accuſation ; call him Hutchinſonian again, and 
abuſe Him as much as you pleaſe, but don't 
pretend to enter the Liſts with Him as a fair 
Diſputant ; that can do no good; it will 
only gwe Him an Opportunity of producing 
the Authority of our Articles, Homulies, &c. 
in defence of every particular, except this ; 
and to prove 7Zh1:s, 'tis ten to one but He re- 
treats among the rugged Hebrew Roots, 

where 
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where, I am ſure, you have too much deli- 
cacy to follow Him. 

I have juſt hinted theſe Things, in order 
to ſhew that the likelieſt Way for you to 
overcome your Antagoniſt, 1s not by fair 
Diſpute, but either by Chicanery, or Diſre- 
And here I ſhould have broke off, nor 


treſpaſſed longer on your Time, had it not 


been for an; impertinent Wag, who, aping 
your Stile and manner of writing, has had 
the 1impudence to publiſh a ſet of the moſt 
horrid Lies that ever were heard of ; and this 


too, under the ſpecious Title of A rational 
and candid anſwer to Mr. TFones's Sermon : 


Now a rational and candid Anſwer having 
long been expected from you, the whole 


World, except your intimate Acquaintance, 


think Th:s is your's ; and how you will con- 
vince Them that 1t is not, unleſs you ad- 
vertiſe in the public Papers for that purpoſe, 
1 cannot tell: however, to make your Taſk 


the eaſier, I offer you all the Affiſtance that 


is m my power to give; and for this pur- 
poſe, ſhall here point out a few of the mon- 
ſtrous abſurdities, which, believe me, are 
thick ſown in this paltry Performance : Ab- 

ſurdities 
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ſardities that a// who know you, muſt know 
you are incapable of advancing. 

One, and not the kaſt, of theſe is in the 
-th Page, where he ſays, © Upon the 
* whole, David muſt appear to every un- 
« prejudiced reader as a very 7mperfett and 
inconſiſtent character,” I ſuppoſe he means 
every reader who 1s not prejudiced in favour 
of the Holy Scriptures, thinking them dic- 
tated by the Spirit of God ; for whoever be- 
heves T, bis, muſt be of a contrary opinion, 
becauſe it is written in the firſt Book of Kings, 
that David did that which was right in the 
eyes of the Lord, and turned not aſide from any 
thing that he commanded him all the Days of hzs 
Life, ſave only in the matter of Uriah the 
Hittite, 

Again, he has the inſolence to tell us, that 
David's numbering the People, was contrary 
to the expreſs command of God, and the 
Crime 1s aggravated by the conſequences : 
*© It coſt the Lives of ſeventy thouſand of his 
« Subjects.” --But let us hear what the Scrip- 
ture fays of this affair.---And again the anger 
of the Lord was kindled againſt Iſrael, and He 
(the Lord) moved David againſt Them, to fay, 
go number Tſrael and Judah. 


Here 
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- Here you ſee-that the People. of Iſrael had 
ſinned, and the Lord's anger was kindled a- 
gainſt Them ::'The means which he took to 
execute his vengeance, was by moving David 
to number the People ; but this was not im- 
puted to him as a Crime, for David was 
perfeft ſave in the matter of Uriah the Hittite. 

The next Thing that I ſhall take notice 
of, is his bold aſſertion that David did not ei- 
ther live, or die in the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt ; 


and that St. Paul in the 11th Chapter to the 


Hebrews, means no more by the word Faith, 
than @ belief in the being of a God, and in ſuch 
manifeſtations of his will, as He has at different 
times made known to mankind. For (ſays He) 
t is evident the word Faith throughout the 
whole Chapter has one fixed as 
meaning. 

Can any Thing be more lomionſly arro- 
gant, than to contradict the very Words of 
Scripture m this bare-faced manner, St. 
Paul fays, by Faith Moſes, when he was come 
to Years, refuſed to be called the Son of Pha- 
raol's Daughter; chooſing rather to ſuffer afſlic= 
tion with the People of God, than to enjcy the 
pleaſures of fin for a Seaſon ; eſtcen:!ng the rve- 


proach tor Chriſt greater riches than the trea- 
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fures in Egypt : for be had reſpeft unto the re- th: 
compence of the Reward : and He adds ſoon ſhe 
after, The time would fail me to tell of Gideon SY! 
and of Barak, and of Sampſon, and of Feptha, the 


of David alſo, and Samuel, and of the Pro- , 
phets : who through faith ſubdued kingdoms, lea) 
wrought righteouſneſs, obtained promiſes, &c. int! 
Theſe all having obtained a good report through YOu 
faith, received not the promiſe. ſhe 


You ſee that the Faith, by which theſe 
worthies obtained a good report, was @ Faith 
zn the promiſe ; whach promiſe, however, They 
did not receive : Now, what was that pro- 
miſe ? read the whole Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
and you will find it was Chriſt. But I go too 
far.----Mr, Jones 1s very capable of defend- 
ing what He has publiſhed, and therefore I 
need not multiply objections againſt this 
wretch ; who, under the ſacred Character of 
a Miniſter of Chriſt, is endeavouring to ren- 
der the Old Teſtament uſeleſs, and would 
have the Scriptures interpreted merely accord- 
ing to the Letter, which k:lleth, without hav- 
ing any regard to the Spirit which giveth Life. 
I am as much againſt Enthuſiaſm as He can 
be for the Life of Him, and I ſee as clearly 
the Miichiefs 1t has done ; but, to remedy 
that 


L339 
that inconvenience, I ſee no reaſon why we 
ſhould baniſh Chriſtianity, and introduce a 
Syſtem of Morals (little better than that of 
the ancient Heathens) in its ſtead. 

And now, Sir, I moſt humbly take my 
leave, hoping I have your Pardon for this 
intruſion, and that it will not be long before 
you give me ſuch another opportunity of 
ſhewing, with what great reſpect, 


1 am, 


Reverend $1r, 


Your moſt devoted 


Humble Servant, 


PuIlLOLOGOS. 


